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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF RAILWAY WAGES AND THE COST 
OF LIVING IN THE UNITED STATES, THE UNITED KING- 
DOM, AND THE PRINCIPAL COUNTRIES OF CONTINENTAL 
EUROPE. 

Published by the Bureau of Railway Economics (Bulletin No. 34), 

June, 1912. 



The summary of this valuable study is sufficiently interesting to warrant 
its reproduction in full: 

"Information is not obtainable upon which can be based a comprehen- 
sive statement of railway wages being paid at this time in the different 
countries. Therefore, it is necessary to make comparisons for the latest 
year for which comparable data are available. 

"The average daily compensation of railway employees of all classes for 
the year 1910 was in the United States, $2.23; in the United Kingdom, 
$1.05; excluding supplementary allowances negligibly affecting the aver- 
age, it was in Prussia-Hesse 81 cents, and in Austria 89 cents. The lowest 
paid railway employee in the United States, the ordinary trackman, re- 
ceives a greater compensation than many of the railway employees of 
France, even those of higher grades and with responsible duties. The com- 
pensation of railway employees is from two to three times as high in the 
United States as in Italy. 

"A recent report of the Board of Trade on railway wages shows that the 
average weekly pay of enginemen in the United Kingdom in 1907 was 
$11.17; of firemen, 16.67. In the same year enginemen on American rail- 
ways received an average weekly compensation of $25.80, counting six 
<Lys to the week, and firemen $15.24. Recent returns make it clear that 
in 1912 enginemen and firemen in the United States are compensated at 
rates of pay for specific runs that are two, three, and four times as high as the 
corresponding rates on representative English railways. The annual com- 
pensation of enginemen in the United States, as reported by two represen- 
tative railway companies, now ranges from $1,100 in switching service to 
over $2,800 in passenger service, and of firemen from $700 in switching 
service to over $1,700 in passenger service. 

"For Continental Europe official returns in requisite detail are not avail- 
able for a later year than 1908. The salaries and allowances of the typical 
engineman in Germany amounted for that year to $646.88, in Austria to 
$870.80; of a fireman in Germany to $424.59, in Austria to $532.03. The 
annual compensation of enginemen on two of the principal railways of 
France ranged in 1908 from $505.66 to $906.91, and of firemen from $324.24 
to $595.98. In Italy, enginemen received in 1908, salary and allowances 
included, from $581.10 to $812.70 a year; firemen, from $330.30 to $475.05 
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a year. In these Continental countries the maximum compensation is 
received only after many years of service. 

"The average annual compensation of enginemen in the United States 
in 1908, on an estimated basis of 300 days' service, was $1,335; of firemen, 
$792. In this country the rate of compensation of these employees does 
not depend upon length of service. 

'.'In Belgium enginemen received in 1907 from $23.16 to $39.60 a month; 
firemen, from $17.37 to $23.16 a month; conductors and station employees, 
from 46 cents to 96 cents a day. In the United States, in the same year 
1907, enginemen averaged, on the basis of 25 days' service, $107.50 a 
month; firemen, $63.50 a month; conductors $3.69 a day; station employees, 
from $1.78 to $2.05 a day. 

"An accurate wage comparison must take into account relative cost of 
living, and this has been done, so far as ascertainable data permits. 

"The rental of a three- or four-room house or flat is almost as high in 
Berlin, Paris, or London as throughout the United States, but in England 
and on the Continent it generally runs from thirty dollars to ninety dol- 
lars a year less. The quantity of food and fuel estimated by the Board of 
Trade of England as the standard consumption of a typical workingman's 
family costs in the United States 17.8 per cent, more than in France or in 
Germany; 35.3 per cent, more than in Belgium, and 38 per cent, more 
than in the United Kingdom. 

"It is well within the truth to estimate in a broad and general way that 
while the cost of living of a railway employee in the United States is less 
than 50 per cent, higher than that of a corresponding employee in the United 
Kingdom or on the Continent, his compensation averages over twice as 
great. 



